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LAMBETH WOMEN’S PROJECT FACES UNJUST EVICTION: GIVEN UNDER TWO WEEKS TO LEAVE PREMISES BY STOCKWELL PRIMARY SCHOOL

For immediate release
The Lambeth Women’s Project (LWP) is facing unjust eviction from its home of over 32 years. The community organisation, serving thousands of women over the decades, is subject to a sudden decision to evict made by the neighbouring Stockwell Primary School (SPS), chosen by Lambeth Council to manage the space in 2010.

Based at 166a Stockwell Road since 1979, and having sole occupation till 2010, LWP acts as an umbrella organisation that supports and enables a number of diverse women’s groups working in advocacy, health, domestic violence, music and arts, counselling, environmental issues, and mentoring for young women. As a service provider, community space and resource hub, LWP offers emotional and social support, guidance, and friendship to women and girls from all backgrounds. 

As one Lambeth resident wrote in support of LWP, “Services such as these are essential to women. When you need help, they are here.” An attack on these services is “a disgrace and puts vulnerable women at even greater risk.”
Responding to the eviction threat, a spokesperson for LWP says:

“Lambeth is home to many different communities and LWP strives to provide services for as many, often very vulnerable, women as possible. We recognise the need for powerful role models and support that young women struggle to find elsewhere. LWP has tried to work in partnership with the School, but has met with hostility, having its needs ignored despite the work it is doing for local women, including mothers and children”. 

Obstructions from the school include removing LWP signage and changing the locks and keycode to the LWP designated front entrance (the School was designated side entrance use) – forcing staff, volunteers and visitors, inappropriately, to gain access to the building through the School reception. The School has also removed and destroyed items belonging to LWP. 

Stockwell Primary School delivered a letter informing LWP of their plans to evict on the eve of the Jubilee weekend, effectively giving LWP under two weeks to find an alternative space to house their services and find legal support to defend themselves. The LWP believe this eviction threat to be an unlawful proceeding.

In its communications to press and members of LWP, Lambeth Council, Councillors and the School have stated that their main reasons for supporting an eviction relate to un-received fees for maintenance of the building, and other minor offenses such as objects being left in shared spaces; errors that have been acknowledged by LWP and since corrected. It has been insinuated that it is problematic that LWP has been de-registered by the Charity Commission – a temporary de-registration that occurred when LWP were unable to pay for their accounts to be submitted on time.

LWP is a small, community-based organisation with one paid youth worker coordinating the numerous projects that take place in this historically community-led space and managing a full team of volunteers - volunteers whose commitment to the project has been the lifeblood keeping LWP open. 

LWP have been put in an impossible situation in relation to a payment to be made to the school, through an error of a council body.  To receive the funds the School must issue a simple invoice to the council body Children and Young People's Services (CYPS), the entity currently holding the funds, which it has so far failed to do.

In an age of austerity and outsourcing of key services by local councils, LWP has been repeatedly treated with contempt and its role in the community undermined by both the School and Lambeth Council. Yet this is the same council that is promoting the concept of a “Cooperative Council”.

As a spokesperson for LWP responds,

“True cooperation from the council would recognise the importance of this space, and the people within it. It would not provoke a situation where women are forced to defend themselves at a time when people need to be working together, in harmony and with mutual respect. It cannot be pressed enough that the Lambeth Women’s Project refuse to be bullied and treated with such unjust contempt.”

LWP and their supporters are resisting the eviction threat, mounting a campaign in the local community and online. Actions have included nightly Pots and Pan Banging demos in Windrush square, Brixton, public meetings at LWP, strategy-building workshops, and an eviction fund donations drive. 
LWP is calling on the council to step in and overturn this eviction threat, to pay for mediation between LWP and the School, so that the premises can continue to be shared in a respectful, supportive way, and to provide financial and institutional support for LWP’s vital community work. 
ENDS

Notes to Editors

A short video about the importance of Lambeth Women’s Project to women in the community can be viewed online:

“Save Lambeth Women’s Project- The Voices of Women” by Ed Webb-Ingall, http://vimeo.com/43857445 - at=0
Photographs provided by the Save Lambeth Women’s Project campaign can be used in media coverage, with credit to the photographers:

http://savelambethwomensproject.wordpress.com/press-kit
Campaign Blog: http://savelambethwomensproject.wordpress.com
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/lambethwomensproject
Twitter: @SaveLWP

Lambeth Women’s Project, 166a Stockwell Road, London, SW9 9TQ





Contact: lambethwomensproject@googlemail.com
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