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A NEW government scheme to

provide free nursery places for

two-year-olds is being piloted

in Lambeth, writes Niamh

Shevlin...

From September, 100 two-year-

olds in Lambeth will be entitled to

fifteen hours of free pre-school

education, ahead of a planned

150,000 places nationally by

September 2013, rising to 260,000 in

2014.

Deputy Prime Minister Nick Clegg

was in Brixton on May 30 to launch

the scheme at the Effra Early Years

Learning Centre on Effra Parade.

Headteacher Ann Hitchens said:

“It’s great to get an early start

engaging parents and children. The

earlier we can provide care and

services the better it is in the long

term for the child.” 

The scheme is an extension of the

existing fifteen free hours for all

three-year-olds, introduced by

Labour in 1998, which 800,000

children currently benefit from. Under

the new scheme only the poorest

families will benefit. According to

statistics from HM Revenue and

Customs, published earlier this year,

Lambeth will have 1400 two-year-

olds eligible for the scheme in 2013. 

The scheme is expected to cost

£760 million by 2014/15, whereas

the lowering of the upper threshold

for child tax credits earlier this year

will save the government £2 billion in

the next five years.

Cllr Rachel Heywood, Lambeth

cabinet member for children and

families, said: “I am convinced that

the earlier we start working with

deprived children and their families –

and in Coldharbour over half of

children are living in poverty – the

better the outcomes for those

children will be throughout the rest of

their lives. However, this initiative

has to be seen in the wider context

of welfare reform and funding cuts

which have already had a negative

and disproportionate impact on

some of our most vulnerable

families. I hope this early education

scheme will go some way towards

mitigating those effects by

supporting those parents who are

determined to achieve success for

their children and themselves.”

LAMBETH PARENTS have

expressed concerns over the

future of One O’Clock clubs

for children amid fears they

are being neglected and the

service scaled down by the

council, writes Rachel

Roberts...

The clubs are a free play facility

for parents and children and have

existed in Lambeth for forty years.

However, two of the clubs –

Ruskin Park and the Windmill in

Blenheim Gardens – have been

closed down in the past year, and

the remaining twelve clubs have

seen their opening hours reduced

and staffing restructured.

Grace Lalley is a childminder and

mother who takes her two-year-old

son, Ruadhan, to the Max Roach

One O’clock club in Brixton. 

She said: “I think the service has

been wrecked by the council over

the last year and it’s really sad to

see as the clubs had such a

unique ethos. Staff have been

made to work across different

clubs so there is a lack of

continuity for the children now and

I’m aware that the staff are

demoralised and worried for their

jobs.”

Council leader Steve Reed said:

“Services like the One O'Clock

Club have been reduced because,

as important as they are, they are

not as critical as things like care for

disabled children living in their

home. 

“The cuts imposed upon us have

meant making tough choices, and

we have protected services for the

most vulnerable - which means

that the less vulnerable get a

slightly bigger share of the cuts."

A WOMEN’S centre in Brixton

has been given fourteen days

to leave the building they have

occupied for 33 years, writes

Simon Makin...

The Lambeth Women’s Project

(LWP) houses eleven women’s

groups, offering services ranging from

creative workshops to counselling,

advocacy and sexual health. 

They were sole occupants of the

building on Stockwell Road until

management was handed over to

Stockwell Primary School in 2010,

who then gave LWP a five-year lease.

But on June 1 the school told them

they had two weeks to vacate, it is

claimed. Youth worker Ego Ahaiwe,

38, got the eviction letter a week after

attending the Queen’s Jubilee Gala

because of her work at LWP. 

A council spokesperson said: “LWP

has been able to rent space from

Stockwell Primary School over recent

years. However, there have been a

number of issues the school and the

project have been trying to resolve

and this matter is now being dealt with

by the school’s governing body.”

Ms Ahaiwe said there had been an

administrative mistake over funds

which had now been fully resolved.

Executive headteacher of Stockwell

Primary Janet Mulholland said the

situation was not so clear cut. She

responded: “We have been trying to

engage the LWP for over a year to

resolve shared use and funding

issues, but to no avail .We are further

dismayed that they should have the

time and energy to mount a campaign

but not to respond to our many

emails, letters and phone calls to

meet with us to resolve the issues.”

Aurora Dawn, a song-writer and

vocalist with Alabama3, who

volunteers with the Triangle adventure

playground, which runs projects in

partnership with LWP, said: “It’s a

much-needed service. There’s no

other service in Lambeth that provide

it. 

“Lambeth have an obligation to have

this service there, so they should be

doing everything to help the women’s

project to survive.”

The LWP has been volunteer-run

since 1997 when Lambeth Council

withdrew funding in widespread cuts.

Ms Ahaiwe said her salary for the

young women’s service the council

commissions from them was “pretty

much” the only council support the

centre received. 

An online petition was set up in 2007

to demonstrate the strength of public

for the project, which currently has

810 signatures, over 150 of which

have appeared since June 1. 

Supporters have been gathering in

Windrush Square nightly at 7pm to

bang pots in protest and plan to

continue until the eviction on June 15.
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