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NEWS ROUNDUP

THIS WEEK:

Nightclub-owner

Pamela Price, 76, has

opened up her

Clapham garden to

visiting Olympic guests looking for

somewhere to rest their weary heads

during the games - all you need to bring is

your own tent and a sleeping bag, writes

Martha de Lacey….

“I read about renting out your garden to campers in

the Evening Standard and I thought it sounded like a

terribly silly idea. Then I considered it might actually

be quite fun, and it is, because you generally get

very nice people coming to stay.

My first guest came last summer. She was a lovely

American lady in her fifties who had saved up for

ages to take a big solo trip and left her whole family

behind in the States. She bought a very cheap tent

which turned out to be just a mosquito net, poor

thing, so I let her stay inside the house. Then I had

some Romanians who were less fun – they just sat

outside watching TV in the dark.

At the moment I have a lovely Australian chap

called Craig, from Canberra, and I have lots of

bookings throughout the Olympics, including a family

from Belgium and a Parisian group of three adults

and three children.

If I like the guests then I let them come inside the

house, but it’s not really part of the deal. They have a

loo and sink outside - if they want a shower I point

them in the direction of the local swimming pool.

I usually charge £10 per person per night, but

might put it up to £15 during the Olympics. I certainly

won’t be decorating my garden during the games –

it’s a lovely big garden full of flowers and vegetables

and bees. I have two hives but haven’t yet had any

stung guests; I tell the bees to stay away from them.

As for me, I find camping utterly miserable and I

won’t be going anywhere near the Olympics. I think

it’s a great big disaster and a terrible waste of money.

I mean, we can’t afford to make London run properly

on a normal day how on earth are we going to

manage during the games? I can’t stand these

posters telling us to work from home or take a

different route during the games.  A friend of mine is

a piano tuner – how on earth is he meant to work

from home? It’s ridiculous.”

To book a spot in Pamela’s garden or visit her

Clapham nightclub, Wessex House, visit

www.campinmygarden.com/campsites/192 or

www.wessexhouseclub.co.uk

THE LAMBETH Women’s Project (LWP)

are continuing to occupy their premises

at Stockwell Primary School - despite

being ordered to leave by June 15. 

LWP administrator Ego Ahaiwe told the

Weekender the group had asked the school to

suspend the eviction until they could obtain legal

advice, but had not yet received a reply.

There appears to be a communication

breakdown between the school and the project,

with both sides accusing the other of not replying

to their communications.

Two weeks ago the executive head of the

Stockwell Primary Janet Mulholland also said the

care of the children was one of the school’s

concerns, but Ms Ahaiwe said issue had been

taken over trivial items such as drawing pins left in

walls and stepladders.

She said: “We work with their [the school’s]

mothers and children but now the goalposts have

shifted.”

The school and the council declined to comment

further. The stalemate continued as the

Weekender went to press.

WOMEN’S PROJECT SIT TIGHT
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NEIGHBOURING RESIDENTS of the

former London Fire Brigade

headquarters on Albert Embankment

are concerned about the future of the

building, as squatters remain and the

Fire Brigade continues its search for

a buyer.

Lambeth Council last year denied planning

permission for developers’ bids to convert

the building into luxury apartments with

blocks up to 15 storeys. Once the rest of the

building is sold the operational fire station on

the ground floor will remain.

Neighbours are worried new developments

on the site would block out their light and

cause parking problems, said Eileen Bagge,

who lives on the Whitgift estate opposite the

eight-storey building. 

Residents also remain frustrated as

squatters who were expected to be evicted

on June 15 from the building, which has

been vacant for six years, remain onsite.

London Fire Brigade declined to comment

on its plans to sell the building but said

steps were being taken to evict the

squatters.

A NUMBER of Lambeth residents and

workers have been commended in the

Queen’s honour awards. 

Labour MP for Dulwich and West Norwood

Tessa Jowell has been made a dame for her role

in London winning the 2012 Olympic bid. “I’m

absolutely delighted to have received this honour

and I’ve been overwhelmed by messages of

congratulations including many from people it is

my privilege to represent,” Jowell told the

Weekender. 

Lambeth Borough Commander Matthew Bell

was awarded a Member of the Most Excellent

Order of the British Empire (MBE) for his work in

the borough of Barking. 

74-year old Jane Warwick, a member of the

public, was awarded an MBE for her tireless work

alongside police for the Lambeth community while

Streatham actor David Harewood, who starred in

recent TV drama Homeland is also on the list of

MBE commended Lambeth residents. 

Streetcleaner Anthony Cleland (pictured), 62,

from Stockwell, received a British Empire Medal

(BEM) after 23 years of cleaning Lambeth’s

pavements. 

FIRE STATION CONCERNS
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LIBRARY CHIEF QUITS
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QUEEN’S HONOUR LIST

LAMBETH’S HEAD of Libraries

Praveen Manghani has resigned, just

ahead of the presentation of the long-

awaited council report, ‘Co-operative

Libraries’, on the future of the service.

Lambeth has to shave £750,000 off its

libraries budget before 2014. The Libraries

Commission made recommendations in

November and a public consultation ran from

January to April 27 this year. The final report

goes to scrutiny on July 2 before being

presented to cabinet on July 9.

The pre-report says there will be no library

closures. There is a revenue commitment to

Upper Norwood Joint Library, despite Croydon

pulling out of the agreement, and a pledge to

work alongside communities and introduce

new technologies to make savings.

But the Libraries Commission report stated

that the area where most savings would be

made was in library management posts, ie

staffing. 

A council spokesperson said: “Our Head of

Libraries and Archives is leaving to take up a

new role working with an arts organisation. We

thank him for his hard work and acknowledge

the many successes he achieved while

working at Lambeth Council."

NEWS IN BRIEF
ROYAL VISIT: The Prince of Wales visited Brixton community arts organisation Brick Box and the Oval cricket ground on June 20 to announce a £5 million lottery grant for one of his charities,

Business in the Community, which seconds business people to help community organisations. �Three major new developments have been approved in the Vauxhall and Nine Elms regeneration

area: Sainsbury’s will enlarge their existing supermarket, create new retail and business spaces including a children’s education facility and 737 new homes. One Nine Elms includes two new

mixed-use tower blocks in Vauxhall which, together with the overhaul of New Covent Garden Market, will provide 2,978 new homes and contribute £73 million towards the Northern Line extension.

Chelsea Football Club’s bid to buy Battersea Power Station has been rejected in favour of preferred bidders SP Setia and Sime Darby. � THE NEW Clapham library inside the recently-opened

Manor Street leisure centre is to open to the public on July 2. � Improvement works have started on the three Lambeth estates who voted to join Birmingham management association WATMOS

in a housing transfer from Lambeth Council. £24 million will be spent on Ethelred, METRA and Thorlands estates, of which £13.5 million is a loan from RBS.

LAMBETH OLYMPIANS 
Every fortnight until the Olympics

the Weekender will bring you
news of Lambeth citizens taking

part in the fun and Games...


